
Thanks to support from our dedicated Board of Directors, staff,  volunteers, partners, and donors, 
2022 was a highly impactful year for Keep Omaha Beautiful (KOB). In this report, we are proud to 

share all that our organization accomplished to benefit our community and the environment. 

To foster environmental and community 
stewardship through education, service, 

and advocacy.

ENVIRONMENTAL  
EDUCATION
KOB environmental education programs connect learners 
of all ages to the environment and promote a healthy 
community. In 2022, 8,167 youth & adults participated 
in our classroom programming, community events, and 
public outreach efforts.

ORGANIZATIONAL  
GROWTH
Small but mighty, the KOB staff expanded to six full-time 
employees with a new Grants & Operations Coordinator. 
KOB also welcomed a new Executive Director. This 
dedicated team is passionate about making our city a 
healthy, sustainable, and beautiful place for all residents.  

COMMUNITY  
STEWARDSHIP
Meaningful volunteer opportunities and service-
learning experiences strengthen our connection to the 
urban ecosystem. KOB activated 5,901 volunteers who 
contributed 13,850 hours of service, resulting in an 
estimated benefit of $299,000+ for our community.

PLANTING  
NATIVE TREES
With the help of community volunteers and our 
partners, KOB planted 379 new, native trees in 15 
public parks, trails, and school campuses. Since 2018, 
the Trees for Omaha program has planted over 3,200 
trees in 87 public spaces throughout Omaha.
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Recycle Right
In partnership with the City of Omaha 
and FirstStar Recycling, KOB launched 
the Omaha Recycling Guide, an online 
searchable database. This guide 
complements our educational Recycle 
Right campaign that helps residents recycle 
properly and prevents contamination. In 
total, KOB’s online recycling resources 
achieved 35,000+ website visitors, and 
over one million impressions and 100,000+ 
engagements on social media. 

Water Pollution 
Prevention
Our Stormwater Awareness outreach 
addresses water pollution via 
educational programs and community 
service. 610 volunteers took part in the 
Clean Waters Challenge, marking 3,171 
storm drains with “no dumping” decals 
and distributing 5,176 educational fliers. 
We also created four new videos about 
preventing water pollution. 

Cleanup Volunteers
As a core program, KOB coordinates 
thousands of volunteers to clean up 
in public parks, trails, streams, and 
greenspaces every year.  In 2022, 
4,884 community volunteers held 669 
cleanup events, removing 4,121 bags of 
litter from public spaces. Additionally, 
103 dedicated Adopt-a-Spot groups 
held ongoing cleanups at locations 
throughout the city.

Trees for Schools
Trees for Schools is a multi-week STEM 
program for K-12 Title I schools. In 2022, 
a total of 195 students at three OPS 
schools studied the ecosystem benefits 
of trees, and planted 35 native trees 
on school properties. All three schools 
achieved the Arbor Day Foundation’s 
“Tree Campus K-12” certification.

Educator Training
KOB offered 14 no-cost professional 
development workshops to train and 
certify educators in well-respected 
environmental education curricula: 
Project Learning Tree, Project Wet, and 
Project Wild. In 2022, these workshops 
were attended by 369 early childhood 
and K-12 educators, who will reach more 
than 9,145 students annually.

Environmental 
Education Kits
KOB offers curriculum resource kits and 
support to help teachers incorporate 
environmental education into their 
classrooms. Each kit includes materials 
and lessons to conduct STEM activities and 
service-learning projects with K-12 youth. 
In 2022, KOB curriculum kits were checked 
out 53 times, reaching 1,562 students. 
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Additional Accomplishments

Recognition & Certifications

Supporting Our Mission

• The KOB Board of Directors and staff adopted a strategic plan to 
guide the organization and assess performance through 2025 

• KOB coordinated 100+ volunteers to plant 169 trees along the 
North Omaha Trail during a highly successful community event

• KOB conducted 124 youth education programs, reaching 
2,699 students in K-12 schools, afterschool programs, and 
summer camps

• KOB educators provided year-long after school programming 
at three Title I Schools, and coached teachers and staff

• KOB held successful Do Good Days & Giving Tuesday 
fundraising campaigns, and attained record revenue for our 
annual in-person event

• There was 100% participation from the Board of Directors 
and KOB staff to make a financial and/or significant in-kind 
contribution to our organization

• The Earth Day Cleanup at Levi Carter Park was our most 
well-attended group event, with 120 volunteers removing a 
record 230 bags of litter + 19 bags of recyclables from the 
lakeside park

Nonprofit Association of the 
Midland’s Best Practices Partnership

Candid’s Highest “Platinum” 
Rating for Transparency

Omaha STEM  
Ecosystem Certified

2022 TOTAL EXPENSES
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2022 TOTAL REVENUE

*  Total Revenue includes $86,605 of funding received in previous years that was restricted or carried over to 2022.
*  Total revenue excludes $129,800 that was received in 2022, but is restricted to future years programming and operations.
*  Investment & Other Income includes $46,250 in PPP Loan Forgiveness. keepomahabeautiful.org
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Individual Donors

AmazonSmile
BlueCross BlueShield
Bluestem Energy Solutions
Burns & McDonnell 
Carollo Engineers
CDM Smith
Vrana Construction Company
Child Saving Institute
City of Omaha Public Works 
Department
Claire M. Hubbard Foundation
CNC Surveying
Collective for Youth
Complete Wellness
ConAgra
DLR Group

Educational Service Unit #3
Farm Credit Services of America
FCC Environmental Services
Felsburg Holt & Ullevig
FYRA Engineering
GBA
Hawkins Construction 
Company
HCA Healthcare
HDR
Husch Blackwell
Hy-Vee 
Jacobs 
JEO Consulting Group
John K. & Lynne D. Boyer 
Family Foundation

Keep America Beautiful
Kiewit
Lamp Rynearson
Lindsay Corporation
Logan Clay Products/No-Dig
Mammel Foundation
Madewell Village Pointe
Mayor Stothert’s Community 
Services Fund
McCarthy Building Companies
McGill Restoration
McGill, Gotsdiner, Workman, 
& Lepp
Metropolitan Utilities District
Mulhall’s
Mutual of Omaha

Nebraska Academy of 
Sciences
Nebraska Department of 
Environment & Energy
Network for Good
NTG & TransportationInsight
Ocean Conservancy
Olsson
Optimized Systems
Papio Missouri River Natural 
Resources District
Papio Valley Nursery
Paul & Oscar Giger Foundation
R.W. Engineering & Surveying
REI
Roloff Construction

Scheels
SEH
The Sherwood Foundation
Toter
TREKK Design Group
Union Pacific
Verizon
Visit.org
Wade Trim
William & Ruth Scott Family 
Foundation
William R. Patrick Foundation
WoodmenLife
Zen Coffee Company

Organizational Supporters

Tyrone Abdul
Christie Abdul-Greene & 
Michael Greene
Stephanie Adams
James & Mandy Ahlschwede
Judy Ahlschwede
Clyde & Mary Anna Anderson
Lisa Ahrens
Roger & Shelley Barber
Stephanie Basham
Jesse Bell
Howland & Renee Boyer
Alexandra Bradford
Leah Bryant
Amy Cerra
Anthony & Claudia Deeb
Paul Dunn
Lori Elliott Bartle
Rick & Tancy Ellis

Ciprianna Engel
Tyler Engel
Rebecca Evans
John Ewing
Zack Fergus
Tom Freeman
Kamron Hasan
Emily Hergenrader
Maggie Holmes
Kristin Jackman
Lee Janecek
Rebekah Jerde
Warren Johnson
Jeremy Kaliff
Nancy Kelly
Thomas Kesterson
Dick & Maureen Kizer
Caitlin Kolb
Brent Koster

Emma Krayneski
Laura Langford
Krysta Larson
Patrick Leahy
Rachel Lookadoo
Ashley Manzella
Aubrey Mathews
Matthew & Courtney Matos
Kelly McColgan
Danelle McMorrow
Melissa Menke
Tally & Chuck Mertes
Shelley Mika
Christin Minard
Matthew Moles
Jerry Murphy
Greg Nestroyl
Kenny & Betsy Nolan
Abigail Okumah

Caitlin Osborn
Nicole Partusch
Tony Peak
Ryan Plummer
Brad & Jodi Prosek
Barbara Rennard
Hannah Rennard-Ganley & 
Jared Ganley
Sadie Rich
Stephanie Rittershaus
Allison Sambol
Chris Schaben
Laura Shiffermiller
Kent Simon
Barbara Soderlin
Kayla Soderling
Jill Simonson & Steven Cohn
Thomas Stalnaker
Sarah Starr

Shane Stratman
Christopher & Barbara 
Stratman
Katie Stratman
Maia Su
Sarah Swanger
Susan Swanson
Heather Tippey Pierce
Megan Tomczak-Maxwell
Bridgette Visser
Tara Waddell
Madeline & Rich Wahl
Alex & Ashley Walters
James Webb
Tyler Weifenbach
Jennifer Wilken
Nancy Williams
Zachary Winterwood
Michael Ziskey

Thank You
We could not continue to advocate for a healthy urban 
ecosystem without the generous support of our donors 
and champions. KOB is grateful to all the individuals, 
organizations, and anonymous donors who financially 
supported our mission in 2022. 
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2022 Board of Directors
PRESIDENT:  
Patrick Leahy 
Firstar Fiber Corporation
VICE PRESIDENT:  
Matthew Hansen 
Flatwater Free Press 

TREASURER:  
Zack Fergus 
Lamp Rynearson 
SECRETARY:  
Tiffany Sessions 
Nebraska Extension Office

Jesse Bell, PhD 
UNMC 
Thomas Freeman 
Creighton University
Kamron Hasan 
Husch Blackwell  

Laura Langford 
OPPD 
Stephanie Rittershaus 
HDR

Chris Schaben, PhD 
Omaha Public Schools
Yesenia Valenzuela 
City of Omaha 


